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‘Growing Capital’ |  Intervening in the historic fabric of Edinburgh 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
A one week workshop aimed at architecture students keen to develop their 
spoken English and participate in a design workshop which explores 
contemporary issues that affect the historic city of Edinburgh. The workshop 
project will be based on individual and group investigation work. The work will 
respond to the city's fragility, not just its vulnerable built fabric and its economic 
dependancy on tourism and financial services, but also its sense of confidence 
and identity on the fringes of North Western Europe. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes:  
 

• A fun but intensive creative experience that will develop the particpants’ 
ability to think and act creatively in a short time period. 

• Improved spoken English and the personal development of an 
architectural lexicon, supported by English and Russian speaking tutors. 

• Insight into the operations of a small design focussed architectural practice 
working in a UK context. 

 
 
Dates: 6th February 2012 to 10th February 2012 
 
 
Schop is an architecture and arts initiative led by the team at Oliver Chapman 
Architects based at their offices in the centre of Edinburgh. The course organisers 
are practicing Architects who also teach at The University of Edinburgh and 
ESALA Edinburgh. Oliver Chapman Architects are recognised as one of the 
leading practices in Scotland, whose recent work includes the innovative 
prototype rural dwelling in Inverness, and proposals for a new gallery for 
Edinburgh College of Art.  
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‘Bed Box’ Oliver Chapman Architects   Schop Institue 
 
 
The workshop will also include insightful input from other architects and visiting 
critics. The workshop may include guided tours of buildings and one or two 
architectural offices in Scotland (selected from the following);  
 

• Architectural offices such as    Bennetts Associates +  
Richard Murphy Architects. 

• The Informatics Building -    Bennetts Associates 
• The Scottish Parlament -    EMBT  
• Edinburgh Quartermile –    Norman Foster  
• Maggie’s Centre, Dundee –    Frank Gehry  
• Glasgow Museum of Transport –   Zaha Hadid  
• BBC Headquarters, Glasgow –   David Chipperfield 

 

 
Number of participants 
Restricted to maximum of eight 
 
Entry Requirements  
The programme is open to undergraduate and postgraduate/Masters students of 
architecture. The course will be conducted in English and therefore a working 
level of spoken English will be beneficial. However, we do have the facility for 
Spanish and Russian translation for participants with a basic level from one of our 
course leaders who speaks Spanish and an assistant who speaks Russian. 
Participants will need to bring their own laptops and software. 
 
Visas for participants outside the EU 
We can issue a letter of invitation. We advise that participants apply for a general 
visitor tourist visas (rather than student visas).  
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Provisional Outline Itinerary 
Day 1   Guided visits and presentation  
Day 2   Site visits and discussion 
Day 3   Develop site analysis for presentation  
Day 4   Develop individual reseach 
Day 5   Presentations, review followed by finale event   
 
 
Workshop Cost: 
£350 GBP per participant.  
Payment required in full to secure place. 
 
 
Accommodation: 
Please see separate schedule of costs giving indicative prices for accommodation 
food, travel and visas 
 
 
Links for accommodation: 
www.euro-hostels.co.uk/edinburgh 
www.edinburghfestivalrentals.com 
www.booking.com 
www.tripadvisor.com 
 
 
Other relevant Links: 
www.schop.org.uk 
www.oliverchapmanarchitects.com 
www.architecture.eca.ac.uk/ 

 

For more information contact: 
Oliver Chapman  

Tel: 00-44-131 477 4513  
E-mail: admin@schop.org.uk 
Website: www.schop.org.uk 

Please contact us by e-mail to note your interest in the programme and 
identify preferred dates to allow us to reserve a place for you. 


